
NIGERIA IS .MILITARY MARKINGS, 1967 -1970 

D. VAN REKEN 

Note: The au tho r is awar-e of only two lis tings of the mi.Li ta ry 
markings on covers of Nigeria from the period of the Civil War, 
May 30, 1967 to January 12, 1970. The first, by Hark Isaacs, 
appeared in the 1970 COHPEX Directory. The second, by the author, 
appeared in the 1975 COMPEX Directory. The present article 
includes many n ew list ings along w-ith all previous items. 

More than nine years have passed since the close of the Civil War 
in Nigeria. There wer-e many thousands of men mobilized into the 
Nigerian military services. Some of these men corresponded with 
missionaries who provided most of these covers. After the war 
was over, Nigeria did not demobilize its forces and military covers 
with later dates are not uncommon. Covers with later dates are 
marked with an asterisk *. A quick look at the lists ~ill show 
that there should be many more military units which are not listed. 
perhaps they will come to light from an unknown cache. 

Covers with military markings are not too abundant since their use 
was res t r-icred to intemal'mail and they did not require postage 
s tamps i..' . soldi~rs writfug to foreign address es had to' affix 
postage stalnPS' although it is' possible that a reduced military 
postal rate existed. '!his was true during World War II. 

Internal military covers all have the words ON ACTIVE SERVICE on 
the front. This is often abbreviated to O.A.S. Many covers also 
have. handwrit.ten patriotic s Iogaris and several of these are 
illustrated in the Isaacs, article. 

Host covers are marked with the mili tary un i.t cachet as well as 
the civilian post office cancellation. Most ca ch e ts have spaces 
for date and signature but, these are not included in the listings. 
These dates make it possible to tell where \ a military unit was 
located on a given day. 

In the list that f'o Ll ows no d i.s t inc r ion has been ma d c in the sizes 
or types of cachets or of the letters. OVid. cachets a re th e most 
conunon and th ey are indicated by an 'Ot, Rec t angul.a r cachets, 
whether boxed or o-pen, a r'e marked IRI, and ci rcuLa r chache ts vha vc 
a I C I • Th e a.Lphabe.t i.ca.L ,-li::; t is based on tho key words in the 
inscr'iption· ., a..nd;it::.follci~;·the list:~ba.se'd: ott nume rd.ca L units; 
Occasional ~sp~:li.irig :err~rs. i~; the cacliet.s u r-e no t ed by "s i.ct' . 
Items whichw(i!re no.t.cddnrthe earlier.IsatlCis list. are marked IV. 



o 1 AREA coan SIGN4L/KADUNA 
o 1 BATTALION NIGERIAN ARMY 

o 1 BRDE SIG. COY/NIGERIAN ARMY SIGNALS 

o 1 BDE TPT COY/NIGERIAN ARMY 

o 1 DIV NIGERIAN 'ARMY/ON ACTIVE SERVICE (3 dif. styles) 

();~ CAMP OFFICE/HQ 1 DIV NA 

2 I) CAMP OmCE/QH :J DIVISION (sic) 

R CAMP OFFICE/DATE/HQ 1 DIVISION NA 

o 1 DIV (ST) R.j {REAR)/KADUNA 

o Reinforcement & Training Unit/1 DIVISION NIGERIAN ARMY 

3 0 HQ 4 SECTOR/l DIY. N .A. 

o HQ 1 DIVISION/ON ACTIVE SERVICE/KADUNA 

o HEA~UARTERS 1 DIVISION/NIGERIAN ARMY 

o HQ 1 DIVISION/ON ACTI ••••••• /MAKURDI 

C 1 FEILD AMBULANCE OFFICE/ N.A.M.C. (sic) 

R 1 FIELD SQUADRON/NIGERIAN ARMY ENGINEER 
. " 4 No. 1 Maxillo Facial Unit / Kaduna / Forces Medical Services 

along with 

R MAXILLO FACIAL UNIT/ ARMED FORCES HOSPITAL KADUNA 

R lSI SQUADRON! 2 REeCE REGT. NARC/ DATE •..• / PLACE •... 

o 2 BATTALION/NIGERIAN ARHY 

along with 

R ON ACTIVE SERVICE/2m. N .A. 

S 0 v.P.O./2EN NA. 

I 2nd IN FED GUARD/F COMPANY 

o ! P! BATTALION/2 DDE. NA. UKPILL~ 

T 2nd DIV 

o 0 2 ND DIY NIGERIAN ARMY/ON ACTI\'E SERVICE (2 d i.f . styles) 

0* ON ACTIVE SERYICE/2 DIV. INF. TRG. SCH. NA. IGUEnf~ 

R HQ 2 DIY PRO UNIT/MAIN/N.M.P. NA. 

O~(- ORDERL1"l ROOH/CAMP2 DIV (R) S/-- 
o D [N 2 DIV. GAR. N.A. JATJ'U/ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

7 0 2 nrv. GAR N. A. tJROMI/ON ACTIVE SERVICE 
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2 DIV. H.Q. (M} GH:{PLAIN DEPT /N.A. ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

2 DIV. RTF/IKEJA GANTT LAGOS 

2nd FIELD AMBULANCE 

2 FIELD SQUADRON/NI9F'RIAN ARMY rnGINEER 

2 ND GUARDS BATTAJ.,I01~/NIGERIAN ARMY 

2 ND GUARDS BATTAJ ... I{IN/ A COY/NIGERIAN ARMY 

2 ND GUARDS BATTALIUr.i/F COY/NIGERIAN APJ1Y 

2 SIGNAL COyjNIGErU_AN Am1Y SIGNALS 

on the same co ver is 

2 SIGNAL COHPM'Y/ON ACTIVE SERVICE/NIGERIAN ARMY 

A SQN 2 RECCE REGIHENT/DFSPA CHED /ON ACTIVE SERVICE (s i.c ) 

o SQN 2 RECCE ROT (NARC)/ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE/ :3RD BN NA. 

Headquarters 3 Brigade/Nigerian Anny 

3 FIELD AMBULANCE/NA. NIGERIA 

3 FIELD BATTERY/NIGERIAN ARMY ARTILLERY 

3 FIELD SQUADRON/NIGERIAN ARMY ENGINEER 

3 GUARDS BATTALION/NIGERIAN ARMY 

01 HEADQUARTERS, 3 HARINE COO MAIN/NIGERIAN ARMY 

()-l~ HQ 3 HCOO REAR/NIGERIAN Am1Y APAPA 

12 0 CHAPLAIN DEPT/H.Q. 3 HCDO/NIGERIk"l ARMY 

~ OWERRI GAR ORG/3HCOO DIV (H) NA 

I SUPPLIES AND TR.liNS PORT! 3 MCDO 

o SUPPLIES AND TRANSroRT/3 MCoo NIGEIUAN ---P.H. 

o HF....ADQUARTERS 3 REm ..... /NIGERIAN AmfY 

o A (x)HPANY 4th BN/NIGERIAI"l ARMY 

o LN. OHDERLY Romu 4th fIN. ,'HGfHIA:\ AR~IY 

13 0 D mHPANY 4th lW/NIGERIAN ARMY 

R ON ACTIVE SERVICE/4TH l~. NA (M.AIN) 

14 0 'E' COMPANY/4TH BN NIGERIAN ARMY 

I coo X RA TTALION/4 COO SECT COMHANOO 

I HEADQUARTER..'>/4 COO SECTION CALAHAR 

R 4. INF ~%SP 

15 0 CAMP HQ. 4 SECTOR/NIGERIAN ARMY 
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5th EW/NIGERIJlTIJ .!l,Ri'1Y 

HQ 5 SECTOR ONITSHA/ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

6 INF WKSP NAEMF/DATE/roRT HARCOURT 

RIT TRG UNIT/7 SECTOR NA 

12 BDE HEADQUARTbTtS/3 MCOO DIV (MAIN) 

ORDERLY RooM/13 COO BDE 

HQ 14 em DDE 

HQ 14 COO EDE? :3 ~t<\RINE COO/MAIN/NIGERIAN ARMY 

14 FIELD PARI{ S(.JllARDRON/DATE/NIGERIAN ARMY ENGINEERS (sic) 

15 TH BDE NIGEP~ ARMY/ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

ORDERLY ROOM 3 MOOO (H)/17 BN COO PHQ NA 

17 EN ORDERLY ROOH/ls COO BDE N .A. 

HQ 17 COO BDE 

HQ 17 coo BDE/3 MARlNE CDO/MAIN/NIGERIAN ARMY 

ARIARIA COY./17, BDE./3, H.C. D.O./DATE/ ABA. 

18 IN NA IK EK GAR/:p1Coo DIV (MAIN) 

on the reverse is 

CENTRAL REGISTRY/HQ IK GAR QRG. NIG. ARMY 

18 IN NA 13 COO BDE/3 HCDO DIY (MAIN) 

18 COO BDE SICS/NIGERIAN ARMY 

ORDERLY ROOY./19 m. 15 COO EDE. NA. 

SIGN •.•• /DATE •..• /20 EN NIGERIAN ARMY 

UNIT PAY OFFICE/20 BN. NIGERIAN ARMY 

ON ACTIVE'SERVICE/20 BRIGADE N .A. 

ORDERLY ROOM/21 BATTALION NA. 

IW ORDERLY ROOM/22 BATTALION NA. 

23 fN NIGERIAN ARMY/ORDERLY ROOM 

B COY 24 fiN. NA/S ign .... /DATE .... 

D COY 24 BN. NA/Sigu •... /DATI<; •..• 

Hea.dqua.rtier's 26 m,i(~nGER~,' ARMY 
ORDERLY ROOM/26 f.N NA. 

B coy/27 RN NA. 

E cor/z? IW NA. 
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H EADQUTERS 28 SA TTALION/NIGERIAN ARMY (s i c) 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE/ 30 BATTALION NIGERIAN ARMY 

CAMP HQ/JO HUE: NA. 

HQ 31 EN AGO/J HCOO DIV (M) NA. 

ORDERLY R()\}H/~n W/12 MCOO BDE. 

D COY 3l BN ArK)/3 MCIX) x NA. 

33 13ATTALlON/NIGERIAN ARMY 

SIGNAL CENTRE/33 13N NA 

Hq 34 Briga.M t~igerian Army/KANO/Orderley Room 

35 [W. HQ./IK~--ORG. N- 1. 

H. Q. 35 BN 13 COO BDE/NIGERIAN ARMY 

37 BATTALION/NIGERIAN ARMY 

38 BATTALION 

39 BATTALION/NIGERIAN ARMY 

41 BATTALION 16 COO BDE/NIGERIAN ARMY 

42 BN NIGERIAN ARHY/ AWARA ( name in manuscript ) 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE/45 BN NA 

65 BH HQ/NIGERlAN ARMY 

65 BN HQ NA/On Active service 

---/67 IlN. 

70 EW HQ 

70 l1A TTALION/ QUAR"fERMAS TER 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE/74 BN NJG ARHY 

ORDERLY ROOM/74 rn NrG AR1>lY 

B COy 81 SA T1 ALION /N] GERIAN A R1>fY 

HQ 81 BATTALION/NIGERIAN ARH'i 

O!U)":RLY R0(\~ll'i,2 H;\ TTALION NA 

ON ,\CTIVE Sf':RVICE/84 BATTALION NA 

HATTALION ORDERLY HOOM/94th I1ATTALION N1GERIAN ARHY 

10.1 BN ORDEHLY .ROOX/NIGERIAN AR1>fY 

HQ 10.) RN/l DIV N.A. 

UNIT PAY 0 FFICE/ 10~ IlN. ~A. 

ON ACTIVE SEHVICE!lO) BATTALION/NIGERIAN ARHY 
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107 MM R. R. APliN/2ND DIV NA ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

CENTRAL REGIS'fR}::/'HQ IK GAR ORG NIG ARMY 

on the same cover are the ff. two: 

B COY 111 l.W/iK GAR IKOT UMO ESSIEN 

111 IN HEAOOUARTERS/ IK GARRISON IKOT UMO ESSIEN 

ORDERLY ROOM/DATE/SIGN/I20 BN NA 

A (XW/121 IJATTALION NA 

B COY/121 BATT'ALIGN NA 

C COY/121 BATTALION NA 

D COY/121 BATTAl.ION NA 

HQ COY/121 BATTALION NA 

QM STORE/121 Hattalion NA 

D COY 122 BA 1'TALION/NIGERIAN ARMY 

HQ .122 IN. NA/IKOT, EKPENE GARRISON/OOOT EASTERN NSIT UYO 

SIGNAL OFFICE/122 BN. NA., 

124, BATTALION/NIGERIAN ARMY 

HQ 124 rn/NIGE~rAN. ARMY 

125 BATTALION/NIGERIAN ARMY 

'C' 'COY 126 IN NA/"The Gre'en Jackets" 

127 rn SIGNAL CENTRE/NIGERIAN ARMY 

128 BATTALION/NIGERIAN ARMY 

ORDERLY ROOH/129 BATTALION NA. 

130 Battalioq'N'IGERIAN ARMY/ORDERLY ROOM 

130 BATTALION HEA.wUARTE~/NIGERIAN ARMY 

131 rn/HEKO DET 

131 EN. 1\.A./ON ACTI\,[~ SERVICE 

on the sam~ cover is 

131 IW NICEIUAN ARMY/MEKO-DET/MEKO 

132 Battalion/NIGERIAN ARMY 

C.COY. 136 IN./N'IGERlAN ARMY, JEBBA 

ilDI1 Company /136 Battalion NA. So ko t.o 

D CoMPANY/136' BN NIGEIUru'J ARMY 

ON Al::rLVE 3l!:RVICE/138 IlJ N1G. ARMY 

A COY/S1GN .•• /DATE •••• /1.38 IN N .A. 
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ON ACTIVE SERVICE/139 BATTALION N .A. 

on the back is 

I Br COY/139 BATTALION N .A. 
ORDERLY ROOM/140, BN NIGERIAN ARMY 

ORDERLY ROOM/] 43 BN NIGERIAN ARMY 

HQ 147 BN/NA 
ARMED FORCES!HAnjJ. 77 EN 25 ODE NIGERIAN ARMY 

179 EN 2S BDE/NA UK PILLA 
180 t~./25 BDE NA, 
ARMED FORCES HOSPITAL/CREEK ANNEX 

ARMED FORCES HOSPITAL/KADUNA 
together with 

FORCES MAIL/ON ACTIVE SERVICE/ARMED FORCES MEDICAL SERVICES 

FORCES MAIL/ON ACTIVE SERVICE/ARMED FORCES MED. SERVICE 
ARMY/SIGNALS 
BASE WORKS NAEME!YABA LAGOS 
CONVALES,CENCE TRANSIT BN/DALET BKS/NIGERIAN ARMY 

. . 

(X)NVALESCENT CENTRE ELETU/roRT HARCOURT/NIGERIAN ARMY 3 HCDO 
DIV (MAIN) , 

ORDERLY-ROOH/CXJNV. DEF. COY. N .A. UBIAJA 
FIELD. ENGINEER REGIMENT/DATE/NIGERIAN AID1Y ENGINEER 

DEroT NA/ENUGU 
ORDERLY ROOM/DEmT NA, ZARIA 
HEADQUATERS MKD GAR/NIGERIAN ARHY (sic) 
MAXILLO-FACIAL UNIT/ARMED, FORCE0 HOSPITAL KADUNA 

MEDICAL CXJNVALESCENT HOSPITAL/ELEME/NIGERIA .• ~ ARMY P.H. 
ON ACTIVE SERVICE/Nigerian A i r Force 

N.A.F. 

N .A. F./FIGHTER OOMBER SQUADRON/ONE/mUGU 

:,NIQER:iAN, AIR fORGJ!;/LAcOS ,A:IR FOEGE'BASE/IKE]A 
ON ACTIVE SERVICE;' 0 Nigerian Arnry 
ON ACTIVE .SERVICE/NIGERIAN ARMY SIGNAL.') 

NIGERIAN ARMY TRAlNING DEPOT/nORr CAMP nrSPA1BHE1) 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE/NIGEIUAN m:}<"ENCE A--- 



o THE NIGERIA JULICE/ADURU/BORDER PATROL BASE 

o ORINANCE DEroY/NIGERIAN ARMY KADUNA 

23 R CERTIFIED OF'FICIAL/PAY & RECORDS OFFICE/--NIGERIAN ARMY/ 

LAGOS NIGERIA 

.;: QM OFFICE 

0* SIGNAL TRAINING SCHooL/NIG. ARMY SIGNAL DET 

. 0 ON ACTIVE SERVICE/fRG. DEroT NA. rGUEBEN 

o ORDERLY ROOM/TRANSIT C'AMP/NA OSHODI/ON ACTIVE SERVICE 
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\ I , " / -, .•.•... - / ----- 
ZUNA GA, E .L .W • A, 

BOX 14 kano 
KANO STATI1. 

FIELD ENGINEER REGIMENl'l 
I 

2-DE(.191-9 


